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JOINT STATEMENT BY THE CHAIR OF THE DELEGATION FOR RELATIONS

WITH BELARUS, MEP Robert BIEDROŃ, AND THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT’S
STANDING RAPPORTEUR ON BELARUS, MEP Petras AUŠTREVIČIUS

on the Presidential election held on 9 August in Belarus

Brussels, 10 August 2020 - “The Central Election Commission announced that

Mr Alyaksandr Lukashenka has been allegedly “re-elected” yesterday as President of Belarus

for a 6th consecutive term.

The European Parliament was not invited to observe this election; neither was

the OSCE/ODIHR, much to our dismay. At any rate, many signs point to massive electoral

fraud so that we cannot consider this election as legitimate.

We have witnessed with great concern the worsening of the human rights situation and election

environment during all stages of the electoral process. Our calls on the Belarusian authorities

to ensure a safe, peaceful, free and fair election, to meet their international commitments and

to address the long-standing recommendations made by the Venice Commission and

the OSCE/ODIHR –notably those related to the blatantly imbalanced composition of precinct

election commissions, administrative chicaneries during the registration process and the lack of

transparency during the counting process, have remained unanswered. Instead,

Mr Lukashenka’s security apparatus has carried out a full-scale crackdown on Presidential

hopefuls, opposition figures, journalists and citizens who were attending peaceful and legal

signature collection events across the country, arresting them by the hundreds. Last but not

least, the arbitrary exclusion of prominent candidates by the politically controlled Central

Electoral Commission has robbed the Belarusian citizens of a meaningful and competitive

political contest.

We strongly believe that the democratic development of Belarus would lead to stability and

economic prosperity, strengthen its sovereignty and pave the way for an increased cooperation

with the EU.

Unfortunately, this opportunity was missed.
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During the early voting period and on election day, independent observers were not only

prevented from monitoring the election, but also massively persecuted and arrested. Official

preliminary results do by no means reflect the reality which we have witnessed over the past

few weeks. Vote rigging reached grotesque proportions, with an official turnout of voters

exceeding 100% in some election precincts. Official preliminary figures lack all credibility and

do not reflect the real situation in the country. Indeed, as we have witnessed over the last weeks,

the main opposition candidate Sviatlana Cichanouskaja has gathered tremendous popular

support.

As tens of thousands of peaceful demonstrators have taken to the streets across the country to

denounce the frauds, the regime is once again using brutal repression to suppress this protest

movements and deny citizens of their right to free assembly. As a result, dozens have been

wounded and at least one person has been killed by the police.

As stated in the Council conclusions of 15 February 2016, in a spirit of ‘critical engagement’,

tangible steps taken by the Belarusian authorities to respect universal fundamental freedoms,

the rule of law and human rights will remain key for the shaping of the EU's future policy

towards this country.

In light of recent events, the time has come for the EU to redefine the framework of our

relationship with Belarus. We will draw the consequences of yesterday’s charade, seeking

the reinstatement of sanctions targeting Belarusian officials responsible for the massive vote

rigging as well as grave violations of human rights and fundamental freedoms. We will also

insist that the regime is deprived of any EU financial support. At the same time, the EU will

continue to support the Belarusian civil society including through financial means,

acknowledging its unprecedented mobilisation, determination and appetite for democratic

reforms. The voice of the civil society must be heard.

Finally, we demand that the Belarusian authorities put a halt to the current wave of repression

and immediately and unconditionally release all persons arbitrarily detained. We also call on

Mr Lukashenka to reveal and acknowledge the true results of the election.”
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